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Conditions
of labour in
the iron
Industry.
the
POTTERY
TRADE,
 capitalised industries and production was on a large scale;
in 1765 Joseph Hancock had six workshops in Sheffield;
at Soho, Matthew Boulton's sales amounted to £30,000 in
1763. Specialisation had already taken place; the black-
smiths were divided into thirteen different trades and the
cutlers into three sections, each of which was subdivided.
Factories were erected in many cases, though the domestic
system continued also, as in the Sheffield cutlery and the
nail-manufacturing trades. The metal trades benefited from
the improved material which was available and machinery
was introduced to a considerable degree, drills for boring
cannon, metal-turning lathes, nail-making and screw-turning
machines coming into use.
Conditions of labour in the iron industry were generally
good, judged according to eighteenth-century standards,
Most of the work was skilled; there was often a shortage of
labour; wages were relatively good and rose steadily from
the time of the Seven Years' War. The Truck system
(payment in kind) was forbidden in 1749. Hours of work
were somewhat shorter at the end of the century than at
the beginning. At the works of the enlightened Ambrose
Crowley at the end of the seventeenth century, the hours were
thirteen and a half per day or eighty per week. Towards
the end of the century at Coalbrookdale they were twelve
hours per day with one and a half hours for meals. " These
conditions exhibit substantial improvement over those pre-
vailing in a model factory at an earlier period; and they
contrast very favourably also with the hours of toil required
to wring subsistence earnings from domestic nail-making/'1
Women and children were employed only in small numbers.
The pottery trade also became important in the eighteenth
century.2 The earthenware trade had been established in
Staffordshire in the seventeenth century. Improvements
had been introduced after the Revolution, whitening by
powdered flint was discovered in 1720, moulds were used
from 1730 onwards, and plaster of Paris was used for
1	Ashton, op. cit., p. 194.
2	See Econ* Hist., No, i (Supplement to Econ. Journal), January,
1926, The Potteries in the Industrial Revolution (V. W. Bladen).

